Lower Key Stage 2: 2nd Autumn Half Term 2026

In the Autumn term, your child will explore a range of subjects designed to foster creativity, critical thinking, and emotional development. Here’s a summary of

what they will be learning:

Maths

e  Multiplicative Reasoning: building secure recall of multiplication facts
and using known facts to solve problems.

e Scaling, Comparison and Fractions: exploring multiplicative
relationships, comparing quantities and developing understanding of
fractions.

e Geometric Reasoning: identifying, describing and reasoning about
angles and lines.

Physical Education (PE)

e Dance —Wild Animals (Year 3): developing movement, expression and
sequences inspired by animal movement.

*  Gymnastics — Cannons and Sequences (Year 3): creating and performing
linked movements using timing, control and different sequence
patterns.

e Swimming (Year 4): continuing to develop confidence, technique and
water safety.

English

* Fables and Traditional Tales: Reading The Lion Inside to explore the
features of fables and how stories can communicate a message or
moral. Children use characterisation, description and story structure to
develop their own writing.

¢ Non-fiction: Studying The Remarkables to explore non-chronological
reports. Children learn how information is organised using headings,

Science

Light: Children explore how we need light in order to see and learn that
darkness is the absence of light. They investigate how light is reflected, how
shadows are formed when an object blocks light, and how the size and shape
of shadows can change.

Personal, Social, Health, and Economic Education (PSHE)

Celebrating Difference: Children learn about families, assumptions, bullying and
kindness. They explore empathy, problem-solving and respect, celebrating
differences while valuing uniqueness, questioning first impressions and
practising giving and receiving compliments.

Religious Education (RE)

.

How Do Different Christians Celebrate Christmas? Children explore how
Christmas is celebrated by Christians in different traditions and communities.
They consider important beliefs, symbols and practices and compare
similarities and differences in the ways Christmas is marked.

History

Local History — Hemel Hempstead: Children investigate how Hemel Hempstead
has changed over time. They use historical sources to explore the town’s past,
develop their understanding of chronology and consider which changes have
been most significant.

Computing

Stop-Frame Animation: Children learn how a sequence of still images
can create the illusion of movement. They plan and create their own
animations, making careful changes between frames and reviewing
their work to improve the finished result.

Design and Technology (DT)

Mechanisms — Pneumatic Toys: Children investigate how pneumatic
systems use air to create movement. They design a moving toy, build a
working pneumatic mechanism, and evaluate and improve their
finished product.

French

Calendar and Celebrations: Children develop vocabulary linked to the
calendar and special occasions. They practise language for dates,
months, birthdays and celebrations through speaking, listening, reading
and simple written activities.

Music

Music learning this half term will be supported through singing,
listening and performance opportunities across the wider school
curriculum and seasonal activities.

Next term’s highlights include: Alice in Wonderland, persuasive speeches, States of Matter, volcanoes and earthquakes, basketball, gymnastics, sequencing sounds

paragraphs and factual language before creating informative writing of N > N
and exploring what is important to Muslims.

their own.

Helpful Websites

MathsFrame Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS)
What it does:

Offers 500+ interactive maths games and
activities, aligned with the UK curriculum.
Covers times tables, number bonds,
geometry, and more. Printable worksheets
also available.

What it does:

A platform that builds times table fluency
through timed, competitive challenges.
Children play as rock star avatars, earning

rewards as they improve.

How it helps:
How it helps: Motivates kids to master times tables with
Makes maths fun through games, helping speed and accuracy through fun, competitive
children practice essential skills regularly. play.

Spelling Shed

What it does:

Offers fun games for children to practice
spelling patterns and vocabulary with weekly
lists tailored to the curriculum.

How it helps:
Engages kids in spelling practice, improving
literacy skills in an enjoyable way.

BBC Bitesize — Key Stage 2

What it does:

Free lessons and resources for KS2 students,
covering subjects like English, maths, science,
and more, through quizzes and games.

How it helps:
Supports school learning with extra practice in
a fun, interactive way.

Oxford Owl — Grammar

What it does:

Offers grammar guides and activities in line
with the UK curriculum, helping children
understand grammar rules clearly.

How it helps:
Improves writing skills by making grammar
more understandable and accessible.

The School Run — Key Stage 2

What it does:

Provides worksheets and advice for KS2
children in maths, English, and science, plus
tips for parents.

How it helps:
Offers extra learning resources to reinforce
school lessons and support home learning.
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