
Lower Key Stage 2: 1st Autumn Half Term 2026
In the Autumn term, your child will explore a range of subjects designed to foster creativity, critical thinking, and emotional development. Here’s a summary of 
what they will be learning:

MathsFrame

What it does:
Offers 500+ interactive maths games and 
activities, aligned with the UK curriculum. 
Covers times tables, number bonds, 
geometry, and more. Printable worksheets 
also available.

How it helps:
Makes maths fun through games, helping 
children practice essential skills regularly.

Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS)

What it does:
A platform that builds times table fluency 
through timed, competitive challenges. 
Children play as rock star avatars, earning 
rewards as they improve.

How it helps:
Motivates kids to master times tables with 
speed and accuracy through fun, competitive 
play.

Spelling Shed

What it does:
Offers fun games for children to practice 
spelling patterns and vocabulary with weekly 
lists tailored to the curriculum.

How it helps:
Engages kids in spelling practice, improving 
literacy skills in an enjoyable way.

BBC Bitesize – Key Stage 2

What it does:
Free lessons and resources for KS2 students, 
covering subjects like English, maths, science, 
and more, through quizzes and games.

How it helps:
Supports school learning with extra practice in 
a fun, interactive way.

Oxford Owl – Grammar

What it does:
Offers grammar guides and activities in line 
with the UK curriculum, helping children 
understand grammar rules clearly.

How it helps:
Improves writing skills by making grammar 
more understandable and accessible.

The School Run – Key Stage 2

What it does:
Provides worksheets and advice for KS2 
children in maths, English, and science, plus 
tips for parents.

How it helps:
Offers extra learning resources to reinforce 
school lessons and support home learning.

Personal, Social, Health, and Economic Education (PSHE)
• Being Me in My World: Children think about their place in the class 

and school community, how their choices and behavior affect 
others, and how rules, responsibilities and positive relationships 
help everyone to feel safe, valued and included.

Maths
• Number and Place Value Reasoning: developing secure 

understanding of the value of digits and reasoning about 
numbers.

• Mental Addition: building efficient strategies for adding mentally.
• Mental Subtraction: developing flexible mental methods for 

subtraction.

English
• Modern Fiction: Reading Mini Rabbit Not Lost and using it to 

explore how narratives are organized, how characters and settings 
are described, and how writers make stories engaging. Children will 
use these ideas in their own narrative writing.

• Poetry: Exploring The Magic Box and using its imaginative language 
as inspiration for reading, performing and writing free verse 
poetry.

Science
• Animals Including Humans: Children learn about skeletons and how 

they support, protect and help bodies to move. They also explore 
nutrition and diet, including what humans and other animals need from 
food to stay healthy, and develop their scientific enquiry skills as they 
compare, classify and explain their findings.

Geography
• Local Geography Study – Hemel Hempstead: Children develop their 

knowledge of their local area and learn to locate Hemel Hempstead 
using maps. They explore human and physical features, different 
types of land use and the contrast between urban and more rural 
places, while developing map-reading skills and using OS map 
symbols.

Physical Education (PE)
• Mindfulness (Year 3): developing body awareness, control and calm 

movement.
• Netball (Year 3): developing passing, movement, teamwork and 

game skills.
• Swimming (Year 4): developing confidence, technique and water 

safety.

Computing
• Connecting Computers: Children explore how digital devices work 

together and how computers can be connected to form networks. 
They develop their understanding of inputs, processes and outputs 
and consider how connected technology is used around them.

Art
• Developing Drawing Skills: developing confidence and control 

when drawing, experimenting with line, shape, tone and detail. 
They practice careful observation and use a range of drawing 
approaches to communicate what they see and develop their own 
ideas.

French
A New Start: Children begin or revisit key French language skills 
through simple greetings and conversations. They practice introducing 
themselves and build confidence in listening to, speaking, reading and 
responding to familiar French words and phrases.

Music
• Three Little Birds: Children explore reggae through the song Three 

Little Birds. They listen and respond to the music, sing together, 
develop their sense of pulse and rhythm, and use voices and 
instruments as they perform and create music.

Religious Education (RE)
• What Happens in a Mosque? Children learn what a mosque is and 

how it supports Muslim worship and community life. They explore 
features and practices connected with prayer and consider how 
mosques can also support learning, charity, celebration and 
belonging.

Helpful Websites

Next term’s highlights include: The Lion Inside, The Remarkables, Light, local history in Hemel Hempstead, stop-frame 
animation, pneumatic toys and exploring how different Christians celebrate Christmas.
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